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Conyers Meets with Justice Official on Concerns Over Improper Delays in

Approval of Mississippi Redistricting Map
Mississippi Map Meets Requirements - Should be Precleared Immediately

Today Congressman John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI), Ranking Member of the House Judiciary
Committee, met with Ralph Boyd, Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights to express his concerns
about the Justice Department’s review of Mississippi’s congressional map and request its immediate
preclearance.

Rep. Conyers has joined other African American Members, including Mississippi Rep. Bennie
Thompson (MS), Rep. Bobby Scott (VA) and Rep. Jackson Lee (TX), in stating that the map
submitted by the state of Mississippi meets the standards for fairness under the Voting Rights Act and
that a plan drawn by a panel of federal judges, and backed by Republican operatives, dilutes African
American voting strength in a new 4th District pairing Mississippi Reps. Chip Pickering and Ronnie
Shows.

“The spirit of the Voting Rights Act is violated if delays in the preclearance process allow
federal judges to impose plans that dilute minority voting strength,” said Rep. Conyers. “We told Mr.
Boyd and the Justice Department that they can’t allow delays in their bureaucracy to disenfranchise
African Americans in Mississippi, which is exactly what the plan drawn by the federal judges would
do.”

Mississippi Attorney General Mike Moore submitted the state’s map on December 26, and
requested an expedited ruling by January 31, 2001. Six weeks later, the Justice Department has failed
to preclear the Mississippi-drawn map. Meanwhile, the federal court is poised to impose their plan if
the Justice Department does not rule it what they deem a “timely” manner (without defining what that
means). The Justice Department must return a ruling or request more information on Mississippi’s plan
by February 25.

#107-136#


